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+ PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 2018 - 2019

Subject: English Language Date: January 7, 201'9.
Std.: XA Time: 2 hours
(plus 15 minutes reading time)

Marks. 80

Answers to this Paper must be written on the paper provided separately.
You will not be allowed to write during the first 15 minutes,
) This time is to be spent in reading the question paper.
The time given at the head of this Paper is the time allowed for writing the answers.

. 4 Attempt all five questions.
The intended marks for questions ‘or parts of questions are given
‘ in brackets [).- _
You are advised to spend not more than 30 minutes in answering Question 1 and
' 20 minutes in answering Question 2.
- This paper has 7 printed sides.

Quéstlbn/ | ST ‘
_ (Do not spend more.than 30 minutes on this question) [20]
Write a composition (300-350 words) on any one of the
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following: _
a) . Write a storyinwhicha mobile phone, a burglar and a little gird
| play an important role.
b) ‘Grading in School mqst be_based on academic performance
. only:' Express your views either foror against this statement.
,,/6( You have done something you never thought would be possible
| for you to do. Narrate what you did and how you felt. How has
this experience left an impact on you and your life? |
d) Itis the Parent teacher meeting day in your School for Classes
8,9 and 10. You are waiting for your parenfs as théy' wqu'ld_be‘

coming a little late. Describe what you see, hear and feel while

you are waiting In the foyer,
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€)  Study the picture given beiow and write a short story or an
account or a description based on it. Your composition may be

about the subject of the picture or you may take suggestions
from it.

ng;;{’on 2

(Do not'spend more than 20 m:nutés on'this questiony———- *[1 0]
Select any one of the following: -

5 ~* Your grandmother has not been keeping well. Write a letter to

her, attempting to cheer her up, while keeping her updated with
all the happenings at home

VAL T
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%% b)  Write a letter to the Manager of a Mall you hag recently visited,
2 complaining about the poor maintenance and lack of fadlities
<=t Suggest measures for i improvement.

.’ R
Question 3

i a‘f You are the school captain. You, along with the student
" - council are organizing a thanksgiving party and lunch for
" the service staff of the school. Write a notice giving
information about the same, to the high school students.

[s]
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b)Y Write an e-mail to the Principal of your school seeking [S]
permission to display the notice and requesting the use of
the auditorium, and the dining hali for the event.

Question 4

Read the bassage given below carefully and answer the
questions that follow:

. They drank their tea listening to the sharp notes of the
tailor bird and the noisy chatter of the seven sisters. As
the brief twilight faded, most of the birds fell silent.
Sunder Singh lit his oil-lamp and said it was time for him
to inspect the tunnel. He moved off towards the tunnel,
while Suraj sat on the cot, sipping his tea. In the dark, the
trees seemed to move closer to him. And the night-life of
the forest was conveyed on the breeze- the shaip call of '

| a barking deer, the cry of a fox and the quaint tonk tonk of
a nightjar. There were some sounds that Suraj didn't -

recoQ’n[ze- sounds that came from the trees, creakings
and whisperings, as 'though the trees were._coming to life,
stretching their limbs in the dark, shifting a little, flexing
their fingers. : .
Sunder Singh stood inside the tunnel, trimming his lamp.
The night sounds were familiar to him and he did not give
them much thought; but something else- - padded footfall,
-a rustle of dry.leaves- made him stand still for a few
seconds, peering into the darkness. Then humming
softly to himself, he returned to see wﬁere Suraj was
waiting. Ten minutes remained for the night-mail to arrive.
As-Sunder Singh sat down on_theico't beside Suraj, a new
sound reached both of them quite distinctly- a rhythmic - _
sawing sound, as of someone cutting through the branch
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of a tree. "What's that?” whispered Suraj. *It's the .
leopard,” said Sunder Singh. *I think it's in the tunnel.” *
The train will soon be here,” said Suraj. “Yes, my friend.
And if we don't drive the leopard out of the tunnel, it will
be run over and killed. | can't let that happen.” * But won't
it attack us if we try to drive it out?” asked Suraj,
beginning to share the watchman’s concern. “Not thas
leopard. it knows me well. We have seen each other B
many times. It has a weakriess for goats and stray dogs,
‘but-it will not harm us. Even so, | will take my axe with
me. You stay here, Suraj.” *No, I'm coming with you. It

Will be better than sitting here alone in the dark!* “Alright,

but stay close behmd me. And remember there is
nothing to fear”

Raising his lamp, Sunder Slngh ggqu lnto the.
- tunnel, shouting at the top, of his vo voice to try and scare
away the anlmal Suraj followed close behind; but he
found that he was unable to 8o any shouting. His throat
“was quite dry. They had ¢ gone about tiventy paces into the
tunnel when the light from the lamp fell upon the leopard. .
It was crouching between the tracks only five meters
away from them. It was not a very big leopard, but it
looked lithe and sinewy. Baring its teeth and snamng It
went down on its belly, tail twulchmg

.Suraj and Sunder Singh-both shouted together. Thenr

: voices rang through the tunnel. And the leopard,

uncertaln as to how many terrifying humans were there
in the tunnel with him, turned swiftly and d|sappeared into
the darkness To make sure it had gone, "Sunder Singh

_ and Suraj walked the length of the tunnel.
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a)  Give the meaning of each of the following words as used (3]
- in the hassage. One word answers or short phrases will

e b‘él_facoepted.

{0 * peering

00 advanced

(m)  terrifying

- b) . Answer the following questions briefly and in your own
) -+ .words.

b,(')"i . What sounds were they hstenlng to as they drank their [1]
a/' tea?

(i) . What doyou ‘think Sunder Slngh’s occupat:on was? Give 21

~/ -—-areason? :

‘6 How are the trees personified? 2]

_,(h’))' ~ What sounds made Sunder Singh wary initially? 2]

lv)__ _JNhere.was_SundeLSmgngmng’l Why._did. Suraj want. to_..__[2]. -

v | accompany him? .
o) In not. more than'50 words; narrate the encounter with the 81
~ leopard.

, ‘/d)/ ~Fillin each of the numbered blanks with the correct form [4]
- of the word given in brackets. Do not copy the passage

but write in correct serial order the word or phrase
, appropnate to.the: blank space

ch
8=
: g%g Eesample ~Fhere{0) (be)an |mportant job to be
E=35 " done.
'3* g‘f}_ % g "A’.‘swe'-" was‘ B v R WAL N
3 ‘Z’. %.’_;g " Everybody @i) ... (ask) to do it. Everybody was sure
A%%'—?’—s Somebody (ii) ... (w1ll) do lt. Any‘body(nl) siows “(can) have

A0

one it, but Nobody (iv) (do) IL Somebody v) ..
1) 'ngry about that t;ecads:e.' it was Evetybody s ]ob

( hi k) Anybo“dé/could do‘i't but Nobody

.-q”
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realized rhal Eyerybody wouldn't do it. It (vii) .. (end) up' , v
that Everybody(vili) (blame) Somebody when Nobody
did what Anybody could have done.

/?ill in each blank with an appropriate word: | 141
The errant driver was let off a fine. y 4
,(rr{ Did you ever come —this word? , :
G ) The task was completed ' six o' clock in the evenlng
.,(i\/r) Radhika managed to pull __the crisis with ease. . - N
/(V) Sudhir is answerable _____ his actions. ;R
J"6 One should live ____one's means.
/(Vii) Their demandis ___the rules. sl Ty
/(Viii) - The chrld fell, meekly to his parent's wishes. |
) 5)/ ) Join the followrng sentences to make one complete L [4j '
~sentence without using and, butor so.- - T s
*f/ The leader was missing. The follower was missing.
The bank was open, | wrthdrew the necessary amount ,
v’(lll) I needno man's favour, | frankly told this to my guests. :
.7 (iv) Some students do ot like to read books. They come to:. -
gnef in Irfe
wd) e-wﬂte the followmg sentenoes according to the [8]

. lnstructions glven after each. Make other changes tnat V-
may be necessary, but do not change the meanrng of
/' each sentence.

() She |ikes strawbernes more than | grapes (Use much')\
le)’ The boat tumed over and we were all thrown into the it
o | raging water (Use ‘threw‘) PR

/( ir) | As soon as the alann bell rang people proceeded calmly
to the exlt ( Use No eooner) |
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